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The Visit of a Missionary 
 

T wo years ago, Bishop Jugis appointed me as the Diocesan Director of the Office for the Propagation of the Faith.  
One of my responsibilities is to receive letters from missions throughout the Church and decide which ones will be 
invited to make a mission appeal in a parish of the Diocese of Charlotte.  For the past couple of years, about forty 

dioceses, religious orders or mission groups have been invited.  In previous years, we have received missionaries at St. 
Vincent’s from such places as India, the Philippines & Sri Lanka.  This year, we were pleased to have with us Bishop Mario 
Busquets Jordá of the Prelature of Chuquibamba, Peru.  Our contact with missionaries reminds us of the unity of the Church 
of our call to support one another.  Bishop Mario described in his homily the challenges of his mission and of the joy of 
serving.  I found his message inspiring!  He started a seminary from scratch and now has 29 seminarians.  It is quite 
incredible.  As pastor, I was very pleased with the great support that our parishioners demonstrated to Bishop Mario with 
kind sentiments and generous donations.  Bishop Mario, our prayers are with you.  I want to include these photos of the 
mission region of Chuquibamba.  They are pretty much self-explanatory.  It is an incredible landscape. 
 

In peace, 
Fr. Mark 

 



�� ur Campaign for a Ministry Center and 
Chapel was officially launched in October 

2010 and it has been extremely gratifying to see 
the positive response to this project from our 
entire parish community. Over 650 parish 
families have already pledged more than $2 
million to the campaign and we currently have 
more than $1 million saved in our building fund 
toward the estimated $2.65 million cost of our 
new facility. Thank you to each individual and 
family for your generous and sacrificial support.  
 
If you have not yet made your personal pledge to 
the campaign, please join your fellow 
parishioners to support this important parish 
project. Most donors are pledging their gift over 
three years. A commitment of $30 per month will 
result in a $1,000 gift to the campaign. All gifts, 
no matter the amount, are gratefully appreciated. 
Each payment toward your pledge goes directly 
into our building fund and brings us a step closer 
to making our new facility a reality. 
 
Our New Ministry Center and Chapel 
 

Our current parish office building is over 30 
years old and has significant structural 
deficiencies and problems. Our new Ministry 
Center and Chapel will replace this building and 
will provide: 
 
 

�� A Chapel with the Blessed Sacrament for 
prayer and meditation 

�� New classrooms for Faith Formation, 
Adult and Youth groups, RCIA, ESL and 
other ministries 

�� Meeting spaces and kitchen facility for 
Knights of Columbus, Women’s Guild, 
Youth Ministry, Boy and Girl Scouts, and 
many other parish groups and ministries 

�� Choir room for music ministries 
�� Efficient meeting and working space for 

pastoral, administrative, and Faith 
Formation offices 

�� Additional church parking 

Additional Dedication Opportunities 
 

The Chapel, with seating capacity for 
approximately 40 people, will be available for 
small ceremonies and open for periods of 
adoration. A dedicated group of parishioners has 
been working with Fr. Mark to refine the design 
of the Chapel. As a result of this excellent work 
additional stained glass windows in the Chapel 
have been added and are now available for gift 
dedications in honor or memory of a family 
member or loved one. The requested pledge 
amount for each of these window dedications is 
$35,000. Other elements of the Ministry Center 
are also still available for gift dedications at 
different requested pledge amounts (Pastor’s 
office, reception area, activity center, 
classrooms). Please contact Kevin Roche at  
704-609-5112 or kroche@carolina.rr.com if you 
would like to request a gift dedication  

Campaign and Building Fund Update 



Thanks to the 
support of the 
Pastor and the 
Faith 
Formation 
staff, 
donations 
provided by 
parishioners, 
an excellent 
team of 
volunteers, 
and the 

enthusiasm of Faith Formation students, 
the 2012 Quilts of Love Project was a 
great success. To date 90 quilts have 
been created and delivered to 
parishioners in nursing homes, confined 
to home, in rehabilitation, hospitalized, 
or otherwise identified by the clergy and 
parish to receive a quilt. 
Twenty-five “one of a kind” 42 inch lap 

quilts were created this year by the 
largest class thus far.  The group of 21 
students from 4th-12th grade worked 
during two Saturdays in February to 
make their quilts.  Both male and female 
students participated in the program.  On 
Sunday, March 13, students held their 
quilts to blessed by Rev. Mark  Lawlor, 
Pastor, during the 9:30 a.m. and the 2:00 
p.m. Masses.  After the quilts were 
blessed they were packaged along with a 
rosary, St. Vincent de Paul Prayer Card, 
additional prayer card, a handwritten 
Story of the Quilt from the student 
describing their thoughts in creating the 
color and symbols of the quilt, a 
description of the project, a Lenten 
Schedule and a current parish weekly 
bulletin.  The quilts are then delivered 
by the students and volunteers to the 
recipient. 
 The quilts are routinely created and 
blessed during the first weeks of Lent 
with a goal of having the quilts delivered 
before Easter.  Family members of 
parishioners who have received quilts 
over the last four years have told us that 

their family member(s) suffering from 
dementia or Alzheimer’s identify their 
rooms after trips offsite by their quilt; 
and that over time, the quilt may become 
more recognizable to them than a family 
member. 

Fr Joshua Voitus was ordained on Saturday June 4, 
2011. Fr Voitus got right to work at St Vincent 
starting Wednesday, July 6th. Father Voitus 
attended seminary at Pontifical College Josephinum 
in Columbus, Ohio, where he received a Bachelor of 
Arts degrees in philosophy and English literature. 
He studied theology at Mount Saint Mary's in 
Emmitsburg, Md., where he received Master of 
Divinity and Master of Arts degrees in moral 
theology.  

 

June 26, 2011 Farewell Reception�
After two years that you spent among us, first as a deacon, 
then as a vicar, we are going to miss you.  God bless you 
and guide you on your next assignment to St. Aloysius in 
Hickory and always! 
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Our beloved Deacon Jerry Hickey 
passed away on May 6, 2011. He 
was ordained with the group of 21 
permanent deacons for the Diocese 
of Charlotte in 1983 and served our 
parish ever since. We would like to 
remember him for his excellent 
sermons, given with stentorian 
voice; for the assistance he provided 
to our priests and parishioners; for 
his passion for the "right to life" 
movement; for his smile and humor. 
We will certainly miss him. May 
you rest in the peace of God, 
Deacon Jerry! 



 

On May 4, 2011, new Guild officers were installed  
President - Lisa Ayers 
1st VP - Chris DiRenzo 
2nd VP - Janet Monahan 

Corresponding Secretary -Roz Spinks 
Treasurer - Kathi Vicini 

Recording Secretary - Carol Walker 

In the evening of June 16, our 
Parish hosted the first Volunteers 
Appreciation event, sponsored by 
the Stewardship Commission. It 
started with a beautiful Mass at 
5:30 PM followed by a dinner 
buffet, catered by Trio 
Restaurant. The food was 
excellent, offering a variety of 
items ranging from tortellini in 
various sauces to pollo y arroz 
and barbequed meat. This event 
was attended by over 160 

persons, all volunteers in the many and varied parish 
functions, commissions and organizations such as 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers, lectors, catechists, 
ushers, Knights of Columbus, St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, Women’s Guild, Right to Life, etc. After dinner, 
Mr. Ruben Tamayo showed an exciting CD, a 
compilation of photographs of the many volunteers 
involved in this Parish. It was touching to see the faces of 

so many people who continue to give freely of their time 
and talents to the service of God and neighbor, depicting 
“Stewardship” at its best. Many thanks to the organizers 
and workers: Pat Rosa, Andrea Vallandingham, Peggy 
Gibbons, Kevin and Peggy Roche and many more for the 
outstanding celebration of volunteer recognition.  



 

��  limited number of tickets will be sold for the 50th Anniversary Dinner & Program scheduled for 
Saturday, October 15 at 7:00 PM in the Monsignor Pharr Activity Center. Tickets are $25.00 

each. Tickets will be sold in the Gathering Area after all the Masses on the weekends of September 
17/18 and September 24/25. The sit-down dinner will offer a choice of beef, chicken or seafood. 
Tickets must be purchased in advance, and will be sold on a “first-come first-serve” basis; tickets will 
not be sold at the door. We suggest you purchase your ticket early to guarantee your seat. For more 
information call Peggy Gibbons 704-588-5870 email peggy@weddingsbypeggy.com, or call the 
Parish Office at 704-554-7088. 
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�� n January 22 our parish held 
another Winter Gala that was 

successfully put together by Nick 
and Mona Matalanis, joint 
chairpersons for the Parish Life. 
Commission. 

Over 90 people attended, enjoying 
the food, the ambience, the dancing 
and the variety of music played by a 
great DJ. The participants were 
sitting at many tables decorated with 
flags and ornaments of the countries 

represented by the worshipers of 
St.Vincent de Paul Catholic Parish: 
Mexico, Ecuador, Colombia, Italy, 
Ireland, Egypt, Cuba, Switzerland, 
Peru, etc. There was also a table 
occupied by members of our 
neighbor, St. Sarkis Armenian 
Church, with whom we shared the 
fundraiser Mediterranean dinner in 
the past. The excellent food was 
catered by Rotelli Italian restaurant 
while the hosts and/or hostesses of 
the many nationalities’ tables 
supplied the hors d’oeuvres that are 
prevalent in their country. Nobody 
went away hungry or complained 
about variety! 

This year there was again a Silent 
Auction, prepared by Lucia Church, 
that offered many items to the best 
offering. There were gift certificates 
to good restaurants; gift cards to 
movies and eateries; gift certificates 
to the best seats at sport events; a 
lovely gift basket offered by a local 
chiropractic clinic; a generous 
certificate for home decoration and 
many more. The auction brought in 
almost $300, a donation to pay for a 
few of the parish’s expenses. They 
say that a picture is worth more than 
words: enjoy the enclosed photos 
and mark your calendar to attend 
next year’s Winter Gala. 



Our Youth + God = Beautiful Memories 

 
Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us rid ourselves of 
every burden and sin that clings 

to us and persevere in running the 
race that lies before us while 

keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, 
the leader and perfecter of faith. 

Hebrews 12:1-2 

By Ruben Tamayo 
(Director of Youth Ministry) 
 
We’ve done many wonderful  things this year as part of our 
youth ministry. Our activities include elements of fun, 
service, team building, and most importantly spiritual growth 
through our love of our Lord Jesus and His One, Holy, 
Catholic, Apostolic Church. The following pictures provide a 
glimpse into just some of what we’ve done so far this year. 

Helping the Missionaries of the Poor 

March for Life - Washington, D.C. 

Bishop’s Lenten Pilgrimage - Belmont Abbey 

Totus Tuus - Middle/High School 

Hiking at Crowder’s Mountain 

Diocesan Youth Conference 



 


